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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is responsive to a PRE-APPEAL BRIEF CONFERENCE 
entered February 26, 2008 for the patent application 10/565276. 

Status of Claims 

2. Claims 1-14 were rejected in the last Office Action dated December 27, 2007. As 
a response to the December 27, 2007 office action, Applicant requested a Pre-Appeal 
Brief Conference. As a result of the pre-appeal brief conference decision, examiner is 
vacating the previous office action. This action is made Final. 

Claims 1-14 are now pending in this office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Krivoshein (U.S. Patent Number: 6,449,715). 
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As to dependent claim 1, Krivoshein discloses a coupling apparatus for data 
buses (e.g., process control system 10) (see Figure 1), comprising: 

a first connecting device (e.g., Profibus device network 34) for a first data bus 
(e.g., Profibus) (see Col. 8, Lines 20-23); 

a second connecting device (e.g., AS-lnterface device network 36) for a second 
data bus (e.g., AS-lnterface) (see Col. 10, Lines 7-10), as additional to the first 
connecting device (e.g., Profibus device network 34) (see Col. 7, Lines 42-47); 

a data processing device (e.g., controller 1 2) (see Figure 1), connected to the 
first (e.g., Profibus device network 34) and the second (e.g., AS-lnterface device 
network 36) connecting device to allow data to be interchanged between the data buses 
(see Col. 7, Lines 42-47); and 

a third connecting device (e.g., Fieldbus device network 30), connected to the 
data processing device (e.g., controller 12) (see Figure 1), for a third data bus (e.g., 
Fieldbus) (see Col. 7, Lines 57-61), as additional to the first (e.g., Profibus device 
network 34) and second (e.g., AS-lnterface device network 36) data buses (see Col. 7, 
Lines 42-47), to allow data to be interchanged between the three data buses (see Col. 
7, Lines 42-47), wherein the second data bus is a different type of bus system (e.g., AS- 
lnterface device network 36) than the first data bus (e.g., Profibus device network 34), 
and the third data bus is a different type of bus system (e.g., Fieldbus device network 
30) than the first data bus (e.g., Profibus device network 34) and the second data bus 
(e.g., AS-lnterface device network 36) (see Col. 7, Lines 42-47). 
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As to dependent claim 2, Krivoshein teaches the coupling apparatus as claimed 
in claim 1, wherein the coupling apparatus is configurable (e.g., configuration system for 
use in a process control network) (see Abstract). 

As to dependent claim 3, Krivoshein teaches the coupling apparatus as claimed 
in claim 2, wherein the coupling apparatus is configurable in such a way that the data 
transfer between at least two of the data buses is controllable as a function of the 
semantics of the data to be transmitted (e.g., protocol) (see Abstract). 

As to dependent claim 4, Krivoshein teaches the coupling apparatus as claimed 
in claim 1 , wherein the first data bus is a Profibus (e.g., Profibus) (see Col. 8, Lines 20- 
23). 

As to dependent claim 5, Krivoshein teaches the coupling apparatus as claimed 
in claim 1, wherein the second data bus is an AS-i bus (e.g., AS-lnterface) (see Col. 10, 
Lines 7-10). 

As to dependent claim 6, Krivoshein teaches the coupling apparatus as claimed 
in claim 1 , wherein at least one of input and output modules are connectable to the third 
data bus and are linkable to at least one of the first and the second data bus with the aid 
of the coupling apparatus (e.g., I/O configurator) (see Figure 2). 

As to dependent claim 7, Krivoshein teaches the coupling apparatus as claimed 
in claim 1, including a monitor with a configuration capability (e.g., screen displays used 
by the configuration system of Figure 2 to enable input) (see Figures 6-25). 
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As to dependent claim 8, Krivoshein teaches the coupling apparatus as claimed 
in claim 2, wherein the first data bus is a Profibus (e.g., Profibus) (see Col. 8, Lines 20- 
23). 

As to dependent claim 9, Krivoshein teaches the coupling apparatus as claimed 
in claim 2, wherein the second data bus is an AS-i bus (e.g., AS-lnterface) (see Col. 10, 
Lines 7-10). 

As to dependent claim 10, Krivoshein teaches the coupling apparatus as 
claimed in claim 3, wherein the first data bus is a Profibus (e.g., Profibus) (see Col. 8, 
Lines 20-23). 

As to dependent claim 11, Krivoshein teaches the coupling apparatus as 
claimed in claim 3, wherein the second data bus is an AS-i bus (e.g., AS-lnterface) (see 
Col. 10, Lines 7-10). 

As to dependent claim 12, Krivoshein teaches the coupling apparatus as 
claimed in claim 4, wherein the second data bus is an AS-i bus (e.g., AS-lnterface) (see 
Col. 10, Lines 7-10). 

As to dependent claim 13, Krivoshein teaches the coupling apparatus as 
claimed in claim 2, wherein input/output modules are connectable to the third data bus 
and are linkable to at least one of the first and the second data bus with the aid of the 
coupling apparatus (e.g., I/O configurator) (see Figure 2). 

As to dependent claim 14, Krivoshein teaches the coupling apparatus as 
claimed in claim 1, including a monitor with a configuration capability (e.g., screen 
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displays used by the configuration system of Figure 2 to enable input) (see Figures 6- 
25). 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed July 23, 2007 and February 26, 2008 are moot in light 
of new grounds of rejections necessitated by the amendment submitted July 23, 2007. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Krivoshein et al. (U.S. Patent Number: 6,446,2020) teaches process control 
configuration system for use with an as-interface device network. 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tejal J. Garni whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1035. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Albert DeCady can be reached on (571) 272-3819. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Albert DeCady/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Tech Center 2100 



/TJG/ 
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